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: IV. colour, in large masses, at first much softer than gum
arabic, but by keeping it becomes much harder than
any other species of gum which I have seen except tra-
gacanth. When put into water it gradually swells, and
is converted into a semi transparent reddish brown jelly.
A portion dissolves in the water, but a considerable
portion remains in the gelatinous state, and does not
dissolve even though boiled for some hours in a very
large portion of water. In this respect cherry-tree gum
differs from every other species which I. have tried,
The portion dissolved in water possesses the common
appearance of mucilage of gum arabic, excepting that
its colour is darker, and that it is much weaker, and of
course less adhesive and thready. The gum is not pre-
cipitated by alcohol, nor is any effect produced by sili-
cated potash. Acetate of lead produces no immediate
effect but; on standing the whole becomes opaque, and
a precipitate at last subsides. Oxymuriate of tin causes
the liquid to gelatinize immediately. The superacetate
of lead, and the nitrate of mercury, produce no effect.
No precipitate was produced by any of the other me-
tallic salts tried. Dr Bostock found, that when treated
with nitric acid it yielded a portion of saclactic acid.
These properties, especially its incomplete solubility in
water, and its not being precipitated by alcohol, show
a marked difference between cherry-tree gum and gum
arabic.

examined, was obtained at second hand, and might not have been ge-
ziuine, f was induced to examine gum which I had taken myself from
the tree, and of the genuineness of which I was of course certain. The
properties found are mentioned in the text. In general they agree with
those obtained by Dr Bostock, though not in every particular.